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PART OF OUR WAY OF LIFE
Water is central to Territory life. In the Top End,
monsoonal rains in the wet season feed large river
systems and groundwater storages.
In Central Australia, the presence of extensive
underground aquifers sustain life in the dry desert.
We value our untouched waterways for their
unique biodiversity, natural beauty and epic
fishing.

ENOUGH TO GO AROUND
We need to be smarter with how we use water to
ensure it is secure for the future. We know that:
•
•
•

Territorians use 1.5 to 5 times more water
than the average Australian household
a poor wet season could lead to water
scarcity
water stress is already occurring in some
remote communities, particularly in arid
areas.

Competing demands for water is becoming one of
the greatest challenges the Territory faces. A
growing population, economy, and awareness of
environmental impact and cultural values of water
means we need to think about how we use and
manage water.

DEVELOPING THE NORTHERN
TERRITORY STRATEGIC WATER
PLAN
The Northern Territory Strategic Water Plan is
being developed to help us plan for a secure water
future for the Territory.
This is the first ever strategic plan for water in the
Territory. The plan will help government and
business plan for the future and ensure we have
safe, available and secure water.
The plan will be aligned to the following principles:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safe and Reliable – Drinking water for
human health and wellbeing is prioritised.
Evidence based – Decisions are based on
the best available science and knowledge.
Sustainable – Decisions will consider
sustainability, intergenerational equity and
future opportunities.
Efficient – Water supply is used efficiently
and conservatively and is fit for purpose.
Trust and transparency – Information is
publically accessible.
Fair and accountable – Clear roles and
responsibilities to maximise public benefit.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK
SHOULD GO INTO THE PLAN
A directions paper has been released for public
consultation. It outlines ten directions for water
security in the Territory and possible pathways
that we can take to ensure that water is secure
for the future.
The paper recognises that we all have a role in
managing water. We want to know how you
value water and what you think is most
important to consider when it comes to water
management.
We will use your feedback in developing the
plan, which will be finalised in 2022.

Water security means ensuing
that our water is effectively
managed and that its supply and
use is reliable, resilient and
environmentally sustainable.

GET INVOLVED
Go to haveyoursay.nt.gov.au or use the QR code to download
the directions paper and complete the survey by 4 February 2022
Send written submissions to watersecurity.ntg@nt.gov.au
Follow the NT Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security Facebook page to keep up
to date on public events
Visit watersecurity.nt.gov.au to learn more about how we are working to secure water across the
territory
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